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THE COMPOUND MICROSCOPE

PART A – Background

The microscope is an essential tool that allows you to see things that are too small to be seen with the unaided eye. The compound microscope has more than one lens that magnifies the object you view. A compound microscope has one lens in the eyepiece, the part you look through. The eyepiece lens usually magnifies 10x. Any object you view through this lens would appear 10 times larger than it is.

PART B – The Parts of the Compound Microscope
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PART C – The Function of Each Part
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PART D: Rules For Using the Microscope

1. Carry a microscope using both hands – one to support the base and one to hold the arm.

2. Keep the microscope away from the edge of the counter and near the power outlet.

3. Never touch any of the lenses, nor eyepiece, nor let the lens touch the slide. 

4. Always hold the slide and cover slip by the edges.  

5. Before using the microscope, make sure the low-power objective lens is over the stage.

6. When changing to the medium- or high-power objective lens, always look at the stage from the side.  

7. Never use the coarse adjustment knob with the medium- or high-power objective lens.  Only use the fine adjustment knob with these lenses.  

8. Put your microscope away properly:

a. Turn the power off and unplug holding the plug (not the cord).

b. Wait until the light source has cooled. Then wrap the cord around the base and put on the dust cover.

c. Put the lower-power objective lens back over the stage.

d. Lower the stage.

e. Make sure the eyepiece is facing the arm.

f. Carry with your right hand gripping the arm and your left hand under the base.

g. Clean and put away the slide.
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"They hate it when you carry the testtubes that way."



