LAB SAFETY RULES

KEEP THIS ALL YEAR!!!

1. Be prepared for the lab procedure. Read and/or listen to the instructions prior to working. Do not proceed unless you understand the instructions. 

2. Follow all written and verbal instructions. Do not attempt experiments beyond those that have been approved by your instructor or supervisor. Ask for assistance if a technique or procedure is unclear or too difficult. 

3. Maintain a lab space free of paper, texts, and other clutter. Only lab-related materials should be in the work area. 

4. No food, drink, candy, gum, etc. in the lab.

5. Horseplay is absolutely unacceptable in the lab.

6. Keep your voice low – just loud enough for the people in your group to hear you.  That way if your teacher gives special instructions, you won’t miss anything.

7. Stay in your own lab area.  Respect the lab space of other groups and remember that this is not the time to socialize.

8. Be familiar with all equipment in the area. Burners and other mechanical equipment have user’s instructions. Know how to operate them prior to use. Never use the equipment in any manner that does not meet the manufacturer’s intent or design. Report all mechanical problems to the supervisor or teacher.

9. Before using a chemical, be sure that you know what it is. Check the name twice. If you are not familiar with the chemical, find out if there are special safety concerns that you should be aware of. 

10. Use only the chemicals assigned to your area. Do not borrow chemicals from other labs or use items not listed on your lab’s inventory. Chemicals should not be transferred from the labs to other places unless your teacher instructs you to do so.

11. Be familiar with the locations and procedures of all safety equipment, including safety shower, fire extinguisher, eyewash station, and fire exits.  Remember that all of these are intended for emergencies only, and are not toys.

12. Do not touch or taste chemicals. 

13. When needed, be sure to wear splash goggles, face shields, gloves, and/or an approved apron in the laboratory. Remember, if your goggles are sitting on top of your head (not covering your eyes) that doesn’t protect you!

14. Wear appropriate clothing for the lab.  If you are working with chemicals or potentially dangerous equipment, it is best to wear closed-toe shoes and long pants to protect your legs and feet. 

15. If your shirt has long sleeves, roll them up so that they do not come into contact with chemicals or burners.

16. Long hair should be covered or tied back. 

17. Never leave a Bunsen burner or hot plate unattended. 

18. Do not use chipped, broken, or cracked glassware in any procedures. 

19. If glassware breaks, send someone to let the teacher know immediately.  Another person should stay near the glass and make sure that others don’t accidentally hurt themselves.  Your teacher will tell you what to do to clean up the glass – please don’t do it yourself.

20. Follow the proper instructions for the disposal of chemicals. Do not pour chemicals down the sink without checking the procedures. 

21. Report all chemical spills and accidents to your instructor or supervisor immediately. 

22. Clean the area after you have completed your work. Use only cleaning products approved for the work area. 

23. Wash the personal protective equipment used and your hands before leaving the lab. 

24. Do not “sniff” chemicals!  If you want to observe the smell of something, ask if it is safe first.  Then “waft” the chemical (ask for a demonstration if you don’t know what wafting is).

I _______________________ agree to follow the lab rules outlined above. I understand that if I fail to follow any of these rules that I could have my lab privileges suspended for the year.

___________________________________________________

_______________________________




Signature






Date

